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On June 15, government officials reported that Sendero Luminoso guerrillas had shot and killed
a US agronomist and a Peruvian colleague after dragging them from their pickup truck on an
isolated road. The killings occurred on June 13. The US Embassy said two agronomists, working
for a USAID-funded agricultural development project, were reported ambushed and killed near
Huancayo, 125 miles east of Lima. A spokesperson said they taught peasant farmers now to improve
production of sheep and small farm animals. The embassy did not confirm their identities or
nationalities, but the National Agrarian Research Institute identified them as Constantin Gregori of
the US and Gustavo Rojas, a Peruvian. A spokesperson for the Agrarian Research Institute, Javier
Recuenco, said the men were en route from Aramachay, a town where they lived 15 miles north of
Huancayo, to buy supplies in the town of Sincos when the attack occurred. The Huancayo police
said that Gregori, 38, and Rojas, 35, were pulled from their vehicle and killed with two gunshots to
the head after their identification papers were checked. July 4: According to a report by the Peruvian
Army's Office of Public Relations, 18 Sendero Luminoso guerrillas and 13 soldiers, including two
officers, died in clashes from June 30 to July 3, in the southeastern sierra and central jungle regions.
Close to dusk on June 30 in Huamoa, Ayacucho department, some 375 km. southeast of Lima, a
military patrol encountered a guerrilla column. In a later engagement on Saturday, the same forces
clashed again. On the afternoon of July 3, an army truck carrying troops to the city of Tingo Mariac
in the central jungle region was attacked by a guerrilla column. Thirteen soldiers died, and three
were wounded. (Basic data from AP, 06/15/88, 07/04/88)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

